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OCTOBER IS  
BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS MONTH 

Here it comes pink, pink and more pink! 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month.  So 
why do women and some men (real men wear 
pink) wear pink?  This is an opportunity to raise 
awareness of breast cancer. 

Every two minutes a woman is diagnosed with 
breast cancer.  Breast cancer is the most common 
cancer among women other than skin cancer. 
About 178,480 women in the United States will be 
found to have invasive breast cancer in 2007.  
About 40,460 women will die from the disease this 
year.  Right now there are slightly over 2 million 
women living in the United States who have been 
treated for breast cancer.  

The chance of a woman having invasive breast 
cancer some time during her life is about 1 in 8.  
The chance of dying from breast cancer is about 1 
in 33. Breast cancer death rates are going down. 
This decline is probably the result of early detection 
and improved treatment.  It is predicted that 2,030 
men will be diagnosed with breast cancer this year, 
and 450 will die. 

This year the Susan G. Komen Race for the 
Cure® has developed a compelling educational 
initiative called I AM THE CURE.™  The goal of 
the I AM THE CURE.™ initiative is to educate 
everyone touched by the Komen Race for the Cure® 
series about the importance of a positive breast 
health program and to empower people to take 
charge of their own breast health and understand 
that being aware is the first step in that process.  
Although breast cancer knows no boundaries, be it 
age, gender, socio-economic status or geographic 
location, the greatest risk  factors  for  breast  cancer 

(continued on page 5) 
  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
My Funny Bone 

 
Yes, I was recently accused by 
my 8-year-old of having lost 
my funny bone.  “It is right 
near your elbow, mom,” he 
said pointing, “and it makes 
you laugh when you watch 
cartoons.  So yours must be 
gone!”  Well, I was offended 
to say the least, but maybe 
there is some truth to this 
observation. I am not sure 

when it happened, but maybe it is true that life in 
general, and the practice of law in particular, can 
cause some deterioration of that funny bone that 
used to make me laugh hysterically at every silly 
cartoon ever made in the 1970’s.  And so, as your 
President, I feel it is my duty and obligation to help 
our members exercise their sense of humor, even 
amid the challenges and stresses of our hectic 
personal and professional lives.  I therefore 
propose a new “Funny Bone” column, designed to 
share truly funny stories involving women in our 
profession, and I will even break the ice with the 
following true tale. 
 Meeting a new Judge and adversary is always a 
bit of an awkward moment, so I was pleased when 
my first appearance on an important new 
commercial case in the North Country went well 
and uneventfully; uneventfully, that is, until I stood 
up to shake the hand of the Judge and my 
colleague with my arms full of files.  With my one 
free hand extended to the Judge and the other 
clasping my file, my slip suddenly slipped down 
my legs and landed coiled around my heels like a 
silky cream donut.  My right hand frozen in a clasp 
with   the  Judge,  and  my  left  hand  clutching  my 

(continued on page 10) 
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  The Legal Project 
Pro Bono Corner September 2007 

 Lisa A. Frisch, Executive Director 
 

MEET THE LEGAL PROJECT STAFF! 
Gina Marie Cannistraro 

 

 
 
 
Gina Marie Cannistraro joined The Legal Project 
in June 2007.   Gina holds a B.A. in Anthropology 
from UMASS Amherst and is currently pursuing 
an A.A.S. in Paralegal Studies from SCCC.  As a 
Legal Services Coordinator, Gina Marie manages 
the Small Business Legal Network, the Legally 
Speaking Program, the Affordable Housing 
Attorney Assistance (AHAA) Program, the 
Bankruptcy and Credit Program, and the 
Uncontested Divorce Clinics.   Gina Marie also 
assists with administrative duties of the Domestic 
Violence Legal Connection, arranges for all 
process service and private investigations, and 
represents The Legal Project on both the New 
York Anti-Stalking and the Affordable Housing 
Partnership Task Forces.  Klutzy around the 
office, but graceful on the dance floor, Gina Marie 
spent three years as a competitive ballroom dancer 
and coach.  She left ballroom dancing behind 
when she discovered her passion for lindy hop.  
Now Gina Marie spends her free time traveling 
around the United States and Canada to lindy hop 
to the music of living jazz legends. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for volunteering in August! 
 
Domestic Violence Legal Connection 
Ian Arcus 
Laurie Egner 
Barrett Mack 
 
Legally Speaking 
Leyla Kiosse 
 
AHAA 
Sandra Rivera 
 
Mechanicville 
Anne Reynolds Copps 
 
Summer Clinic at The Legal Project 
Melissa Latino 
 
Please Plan to Attend our 12th Annual Pro 
Bono Reception on October 25, 2007  
 
The 12th Annual Pro Bono Reception will be held on 
Thursday, October 25, 2007 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at 
the beautiful New York State Museum Terrace 
Gallery in downtown Albany.  Our Mistress of 
Ceremonies will be Lydia Kulbida of WNYT.  There 
will be a cocktail reception with an open bar, delicious 
hors d'oeuvres, as well as a wonderful Silent Auction.  
You can register to attend the Reception on our secure 
website at www.legalproject.org or by sending a check 
to The Legal Project.  All donations are tax deductible! 
 
Get in on the Silent Auction Fun NOW! 
 
Our Silent Auction will be available for bidding prior 
to the Reception beginning October 4, 2007.  For the 
first time, you will have the opportunity to view the 
wonderful prizes and make bids, even if you cannot 
make the Reception.  If you can attend, you can 
preview prizes ahead of time and get a jump on your 
bidding strategy.  The link to the auction is 
legalproject.cmarket.com.  Check out some of the 
wonderful items donated by CDWBA members!   
 
Advertise in our Program Journal 
 
We have opportunities for low cost advertising in our 
Program Journal for the Reception—please contact 
Lisa Frish at lfrisch@legalproject.org for specs and 
prices by October 12, 2007!  Thank you! 
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Congratulations to our 12th Annual Pro 
Bono Reception Awardees!   
 
Laura Egner, Esq. 
Brigid Nolan Memorial Award for Pro Bono 
Service to Victims of Domestic Violence:  This 
award is presented to an attorney who, through his 
or her dedication and pro bono service with The 
Legal Project, has helped a victim of domestic 
violence to begin life anew. 
 
Cheryl Hogan, Esq. 
Stanley A. Rosen Memorial Award for Service to 
Victims of Domestic Violence:  This award is 
presented to an attorney who has demonstrated an 
ability to litigate a matter on behalf of a victim of 
domestic violence and shows the utmost 
professionalism and integrity in their dealings 
with the Court, litigants and attorneys, which are 
qualities exemplified by Stanley Rosen during his 
lifetime. 
 
David Levy, Esq. 
Kurt Clobridge Memorial Award for Pro Bono 
Service:  This award is presented to attorneys who 
embody the spirit of pro bono volunteerism and 
selflessness that Kurt Clobridge, an active 
participant in The Legal Project’s programs, 
exemplified during his life. 
 
The Law Firm of Anne Reynolds Copps, 
LLP 
The Barry A. Gold Law Firm Leadership Award:  
This award recognizes a law firm that has made an 
important difference during the past year through 
the generous pro bono work of its partners and 
associates. 
 
Smith Barney, Inc. 
The Swyer Companies Corporate Leadership 
Award:  This award is presented in recognition of a 
corporation or philanthropist whose generous 
support makes a significant difference in The Legal 
Project’s ability to serve the community. 

 

 

 

Please see our website at www.legalproject.org for a 
list of the wonderful Underwriters who are supporting 
this event! 

 
 

 
Tickets Are Going Fast! 
Keeler Motor Car Company is providing a two year 
lease on a Mercedes CLK Cabriolet Convertible or a 
BMW 328 xi or $10,000 Cash as the Grand Prize in a 
Raffle to support the Domestic Violence Legal 
Connection at The Legal Project!  Imagine yourself 
driving down the road in one of these babies, or using 
the cash to take a much needed vacation!  The 1st Prize 
is also fabulous—a 50 inch flatscreen Plasmavision 
TV donated by SymmetryAV!  Second prize is a 
$500 gift certificate from Stuyvesant Plaza just in 
time for holiday shopping!  Only 500 tickets will be 
sold!   
 
The winners will be announced at our 12th Annual Pro 
Bono Reception at the NYS Terrace Gallery on 
October 25, 2007, although you don’t have to be 
present to win, think how much fun it would be to be 
there when your name is read by Lydia Kulbida from 
Channel 13, who will be announcing the winners.  The 
cars will be on display at Stuyvesant Plaza by the 
fountain outside of Londenderry and Coconuts until 
October 19, 2007.  Tickets can be purchased at The 
Legal Project, through members of the TLP or 
CDWBA Board, or at the Trustco Bank at Stuyvesant 
Plaza.  Tickets are only $100 each and support a great 
cause!! Please contact Lisa for more information at 
lfrisch@legalproject.org or 435-1988. 
 
Can’t you picture yourself driving this to court?  
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CDWBA MEMBER NEWS 
• Carin M. Cardinale is now with the firm of 

Towne, Bartkowski & DeFio Kean, P.C. as 
an associate.  The firm is located at 450 New 
Karner Road, P.O. Box 15072, Albany, New 
York 12212. Tel.: 452-1800; Fax: 452-6435; 
Email: carin.cardinale@townelaw.com. 

• Sharalyn Savin Conner recently joined the 
firm of Tabner, Ryan and Keniry, LLP, 18 
Corporate Woods Blvd., Albany, New York 
12211.  Tel.: 465-9500. 

• Jennifer J. Corcoran has joined the Balzer & 
Leary Firm.  Jennifer’s practice focuses on 
the areas of family and matrimonial law, 
elder law, estate planning, and real estate.  
Balzer & Leary, PLLC is located at 275 ½ 
Lark Street, Albany, New York 12210.  Tel.: 
432-9700; Fax: 432-9722.    
Email: jcorcoran@balzerleary.com 

• Sarah Delaney is now with the law firm of 
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC, 111 
Washington Ave., Albany, New York 12210.  
Tel.: 533-3000.  Sarah’s concentration will be 
in the areas of discrimination, civil rights, 
education law, and labor and employment 
law.  Sarah is a co-chair of CDWBA’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness Committee. 

• Crystal Doolity has joined the firm of 
Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, 
LLP.  Crystal will be working out of their 
Albany office located at 6 Tower Place, 
Albany, New York 12203.  Tel.: 465-3553; 
Fax: 452-6435; 
Email: carin.cardinale@townelaw.com 

• Jill Dunn was recently elected to a three-
year term on Albany Law School’s National 
Alumni Association Board of Directors.  Jill 
is a Past President of CDWBA (2003-2004). 

• Ruth Leistensnider was recently elected 
President of Albany Law School’s National 
Alumni Association.  Ruth is a partner at 
Nixon, Peabody LLP in Albany 

Yvonne E. Marcuano has 
joined The West Firm, 
PLLC as an associate.  
The firm is located at  677 
Broadway, 8th Floor, 
Albany, New York 12207. 
Tel.: 641-0507; Fax: 615-
1507; Email: 
yem@westfirmlaw.com.  
Yvonne will focus her 

practice in the areas of environmental regulatory 
permitting and compliance issues, as well as 
complex litigation matters, and election and 
lobbying law compliance.  Yvonne is a co-chair of 
CDWBA’s Breast Cancer Awareness Committee 

 
WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHIES  

 
CDWBA sends its condolences to the family, 

friends and colleagues of Stephanie Pardo who 
passed away on August 24, 2007, after a 
courageous battle with cancer.  Stephanie was an 
active member of CDWBA during the 1990's and a 
former CDWBA delegate to WBASNY.  For those 
wishing to make a contribution in Stephanie's 
memory, donations may be made to the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society, 5 Computer Drive west - 
Suite 100, Albany, New York 12205, and Gilda's 
Club, 1 Penny Lane, Latham, New York 12110.   

 
 
 

 
CDWBA MEMBER JOINS LAW OFFICES OF 

JOANNE M. WHITE 
  

 
 
Heather L. Buanno-Dukes recently joined the 

Law Offices of Joanne M. White located in Latham 
as an associate.  Ms. White is a long time member 
of the CDWBA.  Her firm’s practice is primarily 
devoted to family and matrimonial law. 

Prior to joining Ms. White’s firm, Heather was 
employed as in-house counsel to the Unity House 
Law Project in Troy.  Unity House provides 
representation in the areas of family law and 
domestic violence.  Heather graduated magna cum 
laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Union College in 
Schenectady and received her Juris Doctorate from 
American University in Washington, D.C.  Heather 
is currently an Associate Professor of paralegal 
studies at Mildred Elley in Latham.   

In addition to being a member of the CDWBA, 
Heather is also a member of the New York State 
Bar Association and the Albany County Bar 
Association.  Heather routinely represents clients 
through the Legal Project’s Domestic Violence 
Legal Connection program. 
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Breast Cancer Awareness            (cont’d from pg x) 
 
are being female and growing older.  Because 1 in 8 
women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 
their lifetime, the key to survival is early detection. 
Know your risk factors: 

• EARLY MENSTRATION ( before age 12) 
• PERSONAL HISTORY OF BREAST 

CANCER 
• FAMILY MEMBERS DIAGNOSED WITH 

BREAST CANCER(mother, sister or aunt) 
• HISTORY OF ATYPICAL HYPERPLASIA 
• EATING HIGH FAT DIET 
• NEVER GIVING BIRTH, OR GIVING 

BIRTH AFTER AGE 35 
• **AGE** (chances increase with age) 
• HISTORY OF OVARIAN ,COLON OR 

ENDOMETRIAL CANCER 
 
Have a Detection Plan: 

• Clinical breast exam by a health 
professional every three years from 20-
39,then every year thereafter. 

• Monthly self breast exam (BSE) starting at 
age 20. 

• Baseline mammogram as at age 30 or 
younger if family history of breast cancer. 
(An MRI maybe ordered at the discretion 
of the physician)  

• Annual mammogram every year starting at 
age 40. 

• Calendar, PDA, shower card to remind you 
to do your monthly BSE. 

• Low fat diet, regular exercise, minimal 
intake of alcohol, quit smoking. 

 
Breast cancer does not only affect the person; it 

also involves families, friends, co-workers and 
neighbors.  It is important to have a healthy 
lifestyle.  Get a mammogram.  Bring a friend; treat 
yourself to lunch or breakfast.  Make getting a 
mammogram a yearly event. 

For more information on breast cancer 
prevention and risk factors visit the following web 
sites:  

American Cancer Society:  www.cancer.org  
National Cancer Institute:  www.nci.gov  
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation: 
 www.Komen.org 
To Life: www.Tolife.org. 

 

MEMBER SURVEY 
 
 The Programming and Technology Committees 
got together and developed a very BRIEF survey so 
that we can find out exactly what makes our 
wonderful members happy.  We know that you are 
busy and that time is short, but we ask that you 
take a moment to fill out the survey.  We will 
analyze the results so that sometime during the 
next year you can attend CDWBA programs that 
truly interest you and also look at a website that 
best fulfills your needs.  A paper copy of the survey 
is included in the newsletter.  A copy of the survey 
is also available on our website at 
http://www.cdwba.org/pdfs/membersurvey.  
Please send your completed survey to Ava Charne 
via e-mail at ava.charne@byfi.org or mail to 
CDWBA, PO Box 3747, Albany, NY  12203, no later 
than November 10, 2007.  Thanks in advance for 
your time! 

 
NEW CDWBA MEMBERS 

 
We are pleased to welcome the following NEW 
MEMBERS:  

Hon. Richard T. Aulisi, Sustaining Member 
Supreme Court Justice 
Johnstown, NY  12095  

Heather Buanno-Dukes, Esq. 
Law Office of Joanne M. White 

582 New Loudon Road 
Latham, NY  12110-4029 

(518) 782-3484 
Matrimonial, family, adoption real estate  

Gayle E. Hartz, Esq. (returning member) 
The Legal Project 

6 Executive Park Drive 
Albany, NY  12203 

(518) 435-1770  
Mary Kenney, Esq. 

Waite & Associates, PC 
90 North Pearl Street 
Albany, NY  12207 

(518) 463-4257  
Theresa Marangas, Esq. 

Wilson, Elser 
677 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12211 
(518) 449-8893  

Melissa Sue Patton 
Law Student 
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EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Albany, New York , law firm seeks third or fourth 
year litigation associate for busy environmental 
and commercial litigation practice.  The firm 
maintains an active and varied litigation practice 
throughout New York State.  This position requires 
excellent writing and analytical skills, along with 
experience in discovery and motion practice in 
state and federal courts.  Experience and/or 
interest in environmental law preferred.  
Competitive pay and benefits, bonus opportunity, 
and a relaxed work environment.   Contact:  John 
Hoggan, Hiring Partner, Peters & Hoggan, LLP, 
677 Broadway, Albany, New York  12207 or 
jhoggan@phc-llp.com. 

 
Public Announcement 

 
The New York State Judicial Screening Committee 
is seeking applications for the  

 
New York State Court of Claims. 

 
The committee will be considering applicants to fill 
the following positions: 

1. A vacancy resulting from legislation 
increasing the number of judges who can 
be appointed to the Court of Claims 
pursuant to Court of Claims Act  § 2(a).  
The term for this position expires July 31, 
2014. 

2. A vacancy resulting from the resignation of 
a Court of Claims judge who was 
appointed pursuant to Court of Claims Act 
§ 2(b) and who served as an acting 
Supreme Court Justice for the Criminal 
Term in the First Judicial District in New 
York County.  The term for this position 
expires August 26, 2009. 

3. A vacancy resulting from the anticipated 
retirement of a Court of Claims judge who 
was appointed pursuant to Court of Claims 
Act § 2(d) and who served as an acting 
Supreme Court Justice in the Tenth Judicial 
District in Suffolk County.  The term for 
this position expires December 31, 2013.   

Applicants must: 
1. Reside in New York State. 

2. Be admitted to practice law in New York 
State for at least ten years.  

3. Be attorneys in good standing.  
Interested applicants may request an application 

by contacting the New York State Judicial 
Screening Committee at (518) 474-1289 or by 
emailing:  judicial.screening@chamber.state.ny.us 

All applications are due on October 19, 2007. 
 

CDTA – Capital District 
Transportation Authority  

Job Posting 
 

Title:  General Counsel 
Date of Posting:  September 24, 2007 
Location of Position:  Albany, NY 
 
Job Description 

 
The General Counsel provides counsel and 

advice to the Board and the staff and reports to the 
Executive Director.  The General Counsel is a key 
position responsible for advising policymakers on 
matters of legal, regulatory, ethical and business 
importance.  Counsel manages the Legal 
Department and is primarily responsible for 
safeguarding the resources of the Authority.  
Counsel defends all claims for personal injuries, 
reviews all contracts, and handles certain employee 
disputes such as labor arbitrations, unemployment 
matters and complaints.  Counsel serves as 
corporate counsel, advising our Board of Directors, 
and serving as ethics officer.  Counsel is responsible 
for real estate matters, and legal compliance issues.  
Works with a paralegal to defend cases, and do all 
depositions, conferences and trials in state and 
federal courts. 
 
Minimum Qualifications 
 

• Be licensed to practice law in the State of 
New York 

• Be admitted to practice in both State and 
Federal Courts.  

• 5-7 years practical experience as an 
attorney.  

• Actual trial experience in personal injury 
matters.  

• Experience in legal research.  
 

(continued on page 10) 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

RENEWING SINCE 
AUGUST 2007 

 
Suzanne Aiardo 

Cara Johnson Brousseau 
Jennifer K. Corona 
Susanne H. Dolin 

Hon. Helena Heath-Roland 
Robert W. Kahn 
Janet S. Kaplan 

Marjorie E. Karowe 
Hon. Stephen W. Herrick 

Chief Justice Judith S. Kaye 
Carolyn S. Lemmon 

Elizabeth A. Lott 
Melody A. MacKenzie 
Hon. Gerard E. Maney 

Norma Meacham 
Susan S. Pattenaude 

Patricia L. R. Rodriguez 
Anne M. Rosenblum 

Margaret Surowka Rossi 
Camille Siano Enders 

Eileen M. Stack 
Margaret C. Tabak 

Kathryn Lamont Teal 
Janet M. Thayer 

Francine Rose Vero 
Joanne M. White     

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES  
One of the benefits of CDWBA membership includes the 
opportunity to share information concerning the 
occurrence of significant professional and personal 
events with other members.  Any member may submit 
relevant information and photographs concerning such 
events, including but not limited to professional and 
academic achievements, changes in employment status, 
candidacy for elective office, marriages and births.  
Please submit such information to ava.charne@byfi.org 
 
 

CDWBA CALENDAR 
Oct 2 Legal Clinic, Albany Library 
Oct 3 Legal Clinic, YWCA, Schenectady 
Oct 6 Race for the Cure, Empire State Plaza 
 Join CDWBA’s Team! 
Oct 10 Legal Clinic, Mechanicville 
Oct 10 Legal Clinic, Unity House 
Oct 10 CDWBA Board Meeting 
 5:15 p.m. Legal Project, 6 Executive Park Drive 
Oct 11 Legal Clinic, South End 
Oct 18 Dinner Me Quickly, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct 24 October Wine Tasting 
 Vin Santo Wine Bar, Latham Farms 
 6:00 p.m. 
Oct 25 Legal Clinic, Saratoga 
Oct 25 Legal Clinic, Equinox 
Please make sure to submit notices of events to 
ava.charne@byfi.org for publication in the 
newsletter, by the 15th of the month for publication 
the following month  
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 
CDWBA’s Annual Holiday Party  

 
Tuesday, December 4, 2007 

 
at the  

 
Fort Orange Club 

 
Albany, New York 

 
 

ALBANY COUNTY BAR 
ANNOUNCES THE 
FOLLOWING CLE: 

Intellectual Property Law for the General 
Practitioner.  October 17.   Speaker:  David P. 
Miranda, Esq. Heslin, Rothenberg, Farley & Mesiti, 
P.C. Albany Marriott, 12:15-2:00 p.m. 
 
For more information, call 445-7510. 
 

FALL WBASNY DATE 
 
November 17, 2007, WBASNY Board of Directors 
and Committee Meetings Location TBD. 
 

 

OCTOBER WINE TASTING 

  
Have you always wondered what people mean by 

"tannic, but with a soft finish"?  
Does it matter if your Riesling is from Germany or 

Washington State?  
Can I confidently order wine for a dinner with 

clients?  
What wine goes with lamb chops???  

  
If you've pondered these questions, join CDWBA 
members on Wednesday, October 24, 2007 at 6:00 
p.m. at Vin Santo Wine Bar in Latham Farms.  The 
experts at Vin Santo's will guide us through a 
selection of wines, demonstrating how different 
climates, production styles, and aging conditions 
affect the taste of wine. Together, we'll learn how to 
select wine with confidence and which to choose 
with that lamb chop.  Light snacks will be offered 
between tastings to cleanse the palate.  The cost is 
$40.  To reserve your spot, contact Ava Charne at 
ava.charne@byfi.org or #438-5511. 
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FOCUS ON MARKETING 
by 

Merilee Marsh 
 

Marketing is the process of taking your legal 
services from the law firm to the prospect, a course 
of activities that encompasses business 
development, networking, and relationship-
building (among other steps). Central to this 
process is the marketing focus, which gives an 
attorney the path to find a prospect or serve a 
client. 

Joann Sternheimer and Bonnie Baker (partner 
and associate, respectively, at Deily, Mooney & 
Glastetter, LLP) gave their perspective about 
marketing legal services. Each one described 
successful—although different—marketing 
approaches. Joann stressed the importance of being 
patient with marketing and commented, “Say hello 
to everyone. You never know.” Bonnie concurred, 
“Marketing increases your network. Keep an open 
mind and look at opportunities for learning.”  

The conversation reminded me of a phone call a 
few months ago from my niece, Isabeau Miller. 
Beau had called to say, “I am going to try out for 
The Biggest Loser!” She explained to me that The 
Biggest Loser is an NBC reality TV program that 
shows contestants losing weight through diet, 
exercise, and behavior-modification. Beau turned 
her weight challenge into an opportunity and 
focused.   Since she is a songwriter and singer, she 
sent off her CD and followed-up—as often as was 
necessary. Out of 150,000 applicants, 18 were 
chosen for the show. Beau was one of them. The 
show’s premier took place September 11, 2007. 

Focus—as Joann, Bonnie, and Beau know—is a 
critical part of marketing. To market effectively, it 
is important to determine: 

 Who is your target market? 
 What are your most lucrative practice 

areas?  
 What type of cross-marketing do you use?  
 Where do you find prospects?  
 Why do you want to develop more—or 

different—clients?  
 What organizations (Capital District 

Women’s Bar Association, The Legal 
Project, your alumnae association) do you 
support?  

 What marketing (letters, articles, 
presentations, email, networking, notes, 
calls) do you currently use?  

 
 What marketing (presentations, articles, 

networking at seminars, referrals from 
clients or other attorneys, cross-marketing, 
attending conferences, joining a board of 
directors) is most successful for you?  

Be specific about what the firm offers, 
concentrate on a practice area, and consider who 
would be the most likely prospects. Once you have 
decided on the person(s) you want to reach, seek 
and find prospects—those with the means to invest 
in your legal services and the willingness to do so. 
One way is to uncover the respective prospects’ 
unmet needs.  

Bonnie, for instance, attends networking events 
and prefers to go solo because she finds 
opportunities among the attendees. She subscribes 
to the “elevator speech” concept, a 25-word (or 
less) description of what she does. When attending 
a networking event, come prepared with your own 
description, such as: “My name is Cicely Cedar. I’m 
a real estate attorney with Cedar, Jones and 
Ringold. Our firm helps clients with legal matters 
surrounding commercial property.” 

As you meet various prospects at such an event, 
ask open-ended questions: 

 What are the legal issues affecting your 
industry?  

 What has been your experience in working 
with attorneys?  

 What legal services have been helpful for 
your company? 

The answer to those questions will guide your 
follow-up steps. Whether you join a prospect’s 
professional organization, offer a seminar, or 
attend a social event, use marketing to catapult 
your career. Consider one of Joann’s strategies: to 
earn repeat business from existing clients. How? “I 
call before there’s a problem!” 

Know what you want and go after it. Like Joann 
and Bonnie, embrace opportunities and anticipate 
problems. Through focus, it is possible to trim the 
unnecessary and strengthen the marketing that 
works. 
 
 
Merilee Marsh is a marketing consultant for law 
firms. If you have a specific marketing question, 
you may email her at mm@merileemarsh.com. 
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President’s Message           (continued from page 1) 
 
redweld (the shade of which my cheeks were 
quickly aiming to match), I then proceeded to drop 
my file, dumping its contents across the floor of the 
poor Judge’s chambers.  Moments became minutes 
as I stepped out of my slip, scooped it up, and then 
picked up the scattered contents of my file, while 
trying to continue the banter of conversation that 
preceded that event.  The Judge, a kindly, 
traditional looking fellow, said simply “I’ll just 
pretend I didn’t see that.”  Desperately trying to fill 
the awkward silence, I noted that “slips just aren’t 
made like they used to be, your honor, what else 
can I say?”.  As I exited the Judge’s chambers, I 
deftly stuffed the remnants of the offending slip 
deep into my file.  Sitting in my car moments later, 
thinking about the episode, and  wavering between 
a response of tears or laughter, I think I must have 
finally found my funny bone as I shared my story 
with my mother on my cell phone, and we both 
crumpled with fits of laughter on either end of the 
phone. 
 I hope this little story has helped you find your 
funny bone, even in the midst of the solemnity of 
our profession and many responsibilities.  I look 
forward to reading about your humorous 
encounters in future columns. 

Linda Clark 
Send your stories to Ava Charne at 
ava.charne@byfi.org 
 

CDWBA MEMBERS CHAIR 
 WBASNY COMMITTEES  

In addition to CDWBA’s five delegates on 
WBASNY’s board of directors for 2007-2008 (Sue 
H.R. Adler, Jessie A. Aitcheson, Michelle Haskin, 
Margaret Surowka Rossi, and Camille Siano 
Enders), CDWBA members will also be visible as 
co-chairpersons of 5 of WBASNY’s committees.  
The Legislative Committee will be co-chaired by 
Margaret Surowka Rossi.  Jessie Aitcheson will 
co-chair both the Awards and Working Parents 
Committees.  The Equal Access to Justice 
Committee will be co-chaired by Camille Siano 
Enders, and Cynthia Platt is co-chairing the 
Membership Committee.  In addition, Jessie 
Aitcheson, Jo Katz, Hon. Rachel Kretser, and 
Camile Siano Enders continue to be members of 
WBASNY’s Permanent Convention Committee.  

WHO SAYS MEAL PLANNING 
CAN'T BE FUN   

Just a reminder that CDWBA has a standing 
night at Diner-Me-Quickly the third Thursday of 
every month at 7:30 p.m.  You can come monthly, 
bimonthly, or as often as fits your needs.  So, mark 
your calendars: October 18, November 15, 
December 20. . .  In addition to enjoying a night out 
and a chance to socialize and meet new friends, 
you will go home with a cooler full of meals ready 
for your freezer.  Participants are able to choose 
from among 12 different dinners.  Dinner-Me-
Quickly supplies the ingredients, containers, 
needed kitchen equipment and the recipes.  You 
just need to bring the cooler.  Dinner-Me-Quickly is 
located in Wolf Road Park II, 5 Metro Park Plaza 
Drive in Colonie (adjacent to the Talbot’s Outlet).      
For more information and running specials, visit 
Dinner-Me-Quickly’s website at 
www.dinnermequickly.com  You can register 
online or by contacting Mike at #432-3228.    
  
 
Employment Opportunities (continued from pg 6) 
 

• Knowledge of insurance requirements.  
• Superior communication skills and 

persuasive abilities.  
This is a position calling for a high degree of 

competence in the law and a high level of 
experience.  This is not an entry-level position.  At 
least 5-7 years of experience in areas of practice 
applicable to duties is required.  Because the 
position requires the defense of civil lawsuits, 
actual trial experience in civil jury trials is required.  
As relates to contracting, special familiarity and/or 
training in FTA and NYS procurement procedures 
are preferred.  Incumbent should also have a 
working familiarity with NYS Taylor Law 
requirements.   

Interested candidates for this position are 
encouraged to send a copy of their cover letter and 
resume to: CDTA – Kelli Schreivogl, 110 Watervliet 
Avenue, Albany, NY 12206, kellis@cdta.org 
 
Attention law firms:   If you have a position you would 
like advertised, you can have it published in the 
CDWBA Newsletter for FREE!  Send your information 
by the 15th of the month for publication the following 
month to CDWBA Newsletter, P.O. Box 3747, Albany, 
New York 12203 or e-mail it to ava.charne@byfi.org. 




